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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of positioning a non-modal dialog box in a graphical user interface 
(GUI) displaying content comprising hyperlinks, the method comprising: 

determining whether the GUI includes a display area at least equal to an area of 
the dialog box and absent of any hyperlinks; and 

if so, displaying the dialog box in the display area. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the content comprises Web content and the GUI 
comprises a browser interface. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein if the GUI does not include the display area at 
least equal to the area of the dialog box and absent of any hyperlinks, further 
comprising: 

displaying the dialog box in a position where a least number of hyperlinks are 
obscured from a view of a user. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein if the GUI does not include the display area at 
least equal to the area of the dialog box and absent of any hyperlinks, further 
comprising: 

displaying the dialog box in a position where a least number of hyperlinks likely to 
be selected are obscured from a view of a user. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein if the GUI does not include the display area at 
least equal to the area of the dialog box and absent of any hyperlinks, further 
comprising: 

determining that at least one hyperlink is more likely to be selected by a user then 
at least one other hyperlink; and 

displaying the dialog box over the at least one other hyperlink to prevent access 
to the at least one other hyperlink and allow user access to the at least one hyperlink. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein determining that the at least one hyperlink is 
more likely to be selected comprises determining that the at least one hyperlink has 
been previously visited and the at least one other hyperlink is unvisited. 
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7. The method of claim 5, wherein determining that the at least one hyperlink is 
more likely to be selected comprises one of: 

(a) determining that the user is traversing a path of previously visited links 
and determining that the at least one hyperlink has been previously visited and that the 
at least one other hyperlink is unvisited; and 

(b) determining that the user is traversing a path of unvisited links and 
determining that the at least one hyperlink is unvisited and that the at least one other 
hyperlink has been previously visited. 

8. The method of claim 5, wherein determining that the at least one hyperlink is 
more likely to be selected comprises: 

if the user is traversing a path of previously visited links, assigning a first value to 
a visited threshold value and a second value to an unvisited threshold value, wherein 
the first value is greater than the second value; 

if the user is traversing a path comprising at least one previously unvisited link, 
assigning the first value to the unvisited threshold value and the second value to the 
visited threshold value; 

iteratively performing a loop for each of a plurality of possible dialog box positions 
within the GUI, comprising, for each hyperlink of the content obscured by a current 
possible position of the dialog box: 

(i) adding the unvisited threshold value to a current score if the link is 
previously unvisited; wherein the current score is a predetermined value 
when processing a first link during a first iteration of the loop and, 
thereafter, is a score generated when processing a previous link; and 

(ii) adding the visited threshold value to the current score if the link is 
previously visited; and 

displaying the dialog box at a position having a lowest current score. 

9. A method of positioning a non-modal dialog box in a graphical user interface 
(GUI) displaying content comprising hyperlinks, the method comprising: 

processing a request to retrieve the content from a network address; 
parsing a response to the request; 
rendering the content in a viewable manner; 
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determining a position for the dialog box, wherein the determining comprises at 
least one of: 

(i) determining whether the dialog box can be positioned in a display 
area of the GUI where none of the hyperlinks are obscured from a view of a user; 
and 

(ii) determining whether the dialog box can be positioned in a display 
area of the GUI where a least number of hyperlinks are obscured from the view 
of the user; and 

displaying the dialog box in the position. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein determining the position further comprises 
comparing an area of the dialog box with the display area. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, wherein if the GUI cannot be positioned in the display 
area where none of the hyperlinks are obscured from the view of the user, further 
comprising: 

displaying the dialog box in a position allowing the user to view at least one 
hyperlink more likely to be selected than at least one other hyperlink. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein displaying the dialog box in the position 
allowing the user to view the at least one hyperlink comprises at least one of: 

determining that the at least one hyperlink is related to a subject matter of a 
current search performed by the user and that the at least one other hyperlink is not 
related to the current search; and 

determining that the at least one hyperlink is related to a subject matter of a 
navigation path defined by content of at least two immediately preceding network 
addresses. 

1 3. A computer readable medium containing a program which, when executed by a 
processor, causes operations to position a dialog box in a graphical user interface (GUI) 
displaying content comprising hyperlinks, the operations comprising: 

determining whether the GUI includes a display area at least equal to an area of 
the dialog box and absent of any hyperlinks; and 

if so, displaying the dialog box in the display area. 
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1 4. The computer readable medium of claim 1 3, wherein the content comprises Web 
content and the GUI comprises a browser interface. 

1 5. The computer readable medium of claim 1 3, wherein the dialog box is a non- 
modal dialog box. 

1 6. The computer readable medium of claim 1 3, wherein if the GUI does not include 
the display area at least equal to the area of the dialog box and absent of any 
hyperlinks, further comprising: 

determining that at least one hyperlink is more likely to be selected by a user then 
at least one other hyperlink; and 

displaying the dialog box over the at least one other hyperlink to prevent access 
to the at least one other hyperlink and allow user access to the at least one hyperlink. 

1 7. The computer readable medium of claim 1 6, wherein determining that the at least 
one hyperlink is more likely to be selected comprises determining that the at least one 
hyperlink has been previously visited and the at least one other hyperlink is unvisited. 

1 8. The computer readable medium of claim 1 6, wherein determining that the at least 
one hyperlink is more likely to be selected comprises at least one of: 

(a) determining that the user is traversing a path of previously visited links 
and determining that the at least one hyperlink has been previously visited and that the 
at least one other hyperlink is unvisited; and 

(b) determining that the user is traversing a path of unvisited links and 
determining that the at least one hyperlink is unvisited and that the at least one other 
hyperlink has been previously visited. 

1 9. The computer readable medium of claim 1 6, wherein determining that the at least 
one hyperlink is more likely to be selected comprises: 

if the user is traversing a path of previously visited links, assigning a first value to 
a visited threshold value and a second value to an unvisited threshold value, wherein 
the first value is greater than the second value; 
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if the user is traversing a path comprising at least one previously unvisited link, 
assigning the first value to the unvisited threshold value and the second value to the 
visited threshold value; 

iteratively performing a loop for each of a plurality of possible dialog box positions 
within the GUI, comprising, for each hyperlink of the content obscured by a current 
possible position of the dialog box: 

(i) adding the unvisited threshold value to a current score if the link is 
previously unvisited; wherein the current score is a predetermined value 
when processing a first link during a first iteration of the loop and, 
thereafter, is a score generated when processing a previous link; and 

(ii) adding the visited threshold value to the current score if the link is 
previously visited; and 

displaying the dialog box at a position having a lowest current score. 

20. A computer readable medium containing a program which, when executed by a 
processor, causes operations to position a non-modal dialog box in a graphical user 
interface (GUI) displaying content comprising hyperlinks, the operations comprising: 

processing a request to retrieve the content from a network address; 
parsing a response to the request; 
rendering the content in a viewable manner; 

determining a position for the dialog box, wherein the determining comprises at 
least one of: 

(i) determining whether the dialog box can be positioned in a display 
area of the GUI where none of the hyperlinks are obscured by a user; and 

(ii) determining whether the dialog box can be positioned in a display 
area of the GUI where a least number of hyperlinks are obscured from the view 
of the user; and 

displaying the dialog box in the position. 

21 . The computer readable medium of claim 20, wherein determining the postion 
further comprises comparing an area of the dialog box with the display area. 
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22. The computer readable medium of claim 20, wherein if the GUI cannot be 
positioned in the display area where none of the hyperlinks are obscured from the view 
of the hyperlinks by the user, further comprising: 

displaying the dialog box in a position allowing the user to view at least one 
hyperlink more likely to be selected than at least one other hyperlink. 

23. The computer readable medium of claim 22, wherein displaying the dialog box in 
the position allowing the user to view the at least one hyperlink comprises at least one 
of: 

determining that the at least one hyperlink is related to a subject matter of a 
current search performed by the user and that the at least one other hyperlink is not 
related to the current search; and 

determining that the at least one hyperlink is related to a subject matter of a 
navigation path defined by content of at least two immediately preceding network 
addresses. 
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